The Baptist Beacon
~ June 2021~

Pastor’s Message
Recently the CDC surprised the nation with the announcement that people “fully vaccinated”
against Covid-19 could consider themselves safe to resume all activities at pre-pandemic
levels—no masking or social distancing required. It was surprisingly-quick news, to be sure—I
thought maybe they’d be more incremental about it.
Still, assuming they’re right, I welcome the changes the announcement might bring. I’m
well-tired of the awkwardness and unnatural feeling imposed upon our very human need for
social contact. Do we bump fists? Elbows? Do we shake hands? Do we dare hug? You can see
the uncertainty flash across people’s faces these days as they almost offer a fist, then an
elbow, then an open hand. It’s like a social version of rock-paper-scissors. This new, nervous
tic of ours just shows that we’ve endured trauma to something fundamental to our psyches.
Without touching and face-to-face connection, our spirits are wounded and wither. That’s why
lonely people are 50% more likely to die prematurely than those in nurturing relationships.
Their isolation is as damaging as smoking 15 cigarettes per day. We are created for community
to be our natural state.
That makes sense, because we are created in the image of a God who is social by nature—a
community of Father, Son, and Spirit, so unified that the Three Persons are One God. If we are
in the image of a God who is community, it follows that we can’t be truly human without
community.
And we can’t be Christians without community, either. Think for a minute about the ministry
of Jesus. How often do we read of Him alone? Sure, He withdrew to pray daily, but otherwise
He lived in constant community with the disciples and supporters who were with Him
everywhere He went. He was always among people, teaching and healing. To be His follower,
then, is to do the same. Jesus lived and ministered in community, and only those who do
likewise can fairly be called imitators of Christ.

“I can be a Christian without the church” is just about the most dangerous false teaching of
our time. For the Church is the Body of Christ, and there is no way to be united with Christ
without being united to His body. The very nature of discipleship is fostering and nurturing real,
physical connections with people. The saving works of God are always sent to us wrapped in
human bodies; consider texts like “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” “Take, eat,
for this is my body…this cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is shed for the forgiveness
of sins.” Indeed, to follow Jesus is all about bringing God’s love wrapped in flesh. That is the
mission of the Church.
It’s impossible for us to fully know the plans of God, but I have a hunch about one of His
many intentions in this pandemic. People have been taking true community for granted. Our
culture has become addicted to the cheap and easy, faux community we’ve been offered
through social media, texting, Skype, Zoom, and the like. We’ve retreated behind our screens,
telling ourselves it is just as good—nay, even better!—than those complicated, highinvestment, one-on-one relationships. I look back at our experience since March 2020, and the
world has been given just what they thought they wanted. Nearly the only option we’ve had, in
fact, has been to relate virtually. And what has it done? It’s left us anxious, nervous, lonely,
and hollow. It turns out that a Skype chat with grandkids isn’t even close to hugging them.
Bible studies over Zoom don’t offer a fraction of what we experience when we look at real
faces, pray together, and collaboratively discern what the Spirit is speaking into our lives
through the Word. Online services are better than nothing, but they don’t even approach
meeting to break the bread, drink the cup, and disciple each other. May this pandemic teach
us to prefer the real to the virtual. May we stop taking each other for granted. May we prefer
corporate worship, fellowship, discipleship—community!—over this world’s cheap diversions. As
this pandemic draws to a close, I fervently pray that the Lord will waken His people and that
the church will be the CHURCH once again!
Your Brother and Servant,
Pastor Scott

REMINDER . . . LET’S PLAY BOCCE !!!

MORE REMINDERS & DATES
Birthdays and Anniversaries are on the June
calendar on the back page.
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Sundays - Help wanted with children’s SS

M O N D AY
JUNE 7, 6:30 PM
As our college students finish up their year with
finals, I want to “Thank You” for your support to
this ongoing ministry. As they enjoy their
summer, we look forward to the fall and will
remember to keep them in prayer as they endure
another college year away from home.

Mondays - Sisters of Light Bible Study
summer hours are 6-7 pm beginning June 7
Every 3rd Sunday - Cookies are collected for
Meals on Wheels
August 15 - Church Picnic, potluck & games
September - Trash & Treasure, tentative

The AARP online magazine has listed

Linda Clayton, Coordinator
College Ministry

“10 Things the Fully
Vaccinated Need to Know”
Submitted by Shirley Blackall

Lifeway Ministry June 2021 Update
On Friday, May 21, 2021, we delivered the baby boy’s dresser/changing table that was sitting in
the foyer. Tricia, a worker at Lifeway said it will be going to a girl they are working with now.
This dresser was found at Christian Layman Thrift Store by Dana Loucks.
We also included in this dresser via donations: An adult bible, 2 crocheted, handmade baby
blankets, a warm owl blanket, a quilted blanket, 2 receiving blankets, 3 pairs of donated
handmade booties, 2 handmade burp cloths, 3 handmade bibs, a box of Huggies L’l Movers
diapers, a large diaper bag, an 18-month outfit, a ceramic bear,
a ceramic cross photo holder, 9 pack hangers, 2 newborn sleepers,
a sleep sac, a Precious Moments cap, a 24-month jacket, a duck
toy, a bath toy, a washable bunny, a crocheted toy block, 6
onesies, 8 baby washcloths and dresser safety straps for attaching
the dresser to the wall.
With the donations of money we bought a child’s bible story
book, a twist/shake food container, 2 baby bottles, a bottle brush,
a baby bib, 2 crib sheets, a 42 pack of diapers, a 9-month pram
suit, a 0-3 month pram suit, 8 outfits, 2 pack of pacifiers, infant
toothbrush/toothpaste, 6 pairs of socks, a clear glass block décor,
6 sleepers, 6 onesies, baby shampoo, Desitin, cotton balls, infant
Tylenol, hairbrush/comb set, infant nail clippers, thermometer,
package of wipes, baby wash, Q-tips, and 2 formula/snacks
storage containers.
Thank you so much for your generous time, donations and prayers
for this ongoing ministry. We already have a new dresser donated by Diane Meyers to fill for a
baby girl. Just place your items in the dresser and check off the supply list on top of the dresser.
If you would like to donate large items call Roxanna McBride at 724-523-3084 or if you know of
a girl needing help, call Lifeway at1-866-549-6636 or 1-866-54WOMEN.

NICK FRAZETTA

ROBBIE SEIGENFUSE

Penn State University

Greensburg Salem High School

(grandson of Carol Clayton)

(grandson of Dave & Linda Skinner)
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MATTHEW FRAZETTA

(granddaughter of Carol Clayton)

(grandson of Carol Clayton)

AMARA BEPLER

Hempfield High School

(granddaughter of Karen & Tom Bepler)

Hempfield High School

Plum High School
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The following story is true and happened
only days ago. This is an excellent example of
how your love flows when you give to the
One Great Hour of Sharing offering.

On the evening of Saturday, May 22, 2021, the skies
of the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo
turned red as Mt. Nyiragongo erupted, just outside the
town of Goma where IM Global Servants Ann and Bill
Clemmer serve. The lava flow ceased about three
kilometers outside the town after burning schools, churches, and over 500 homes in its path. While not as devastating as the 2002
eruption, upwards of 8,000 people fled from their homes; about 180 children were separated from their parents in that exodus and
are still missing. The Clemmers are currently in Goma, and they are safe and well. As regional consultants, they work with IM
partners Heal Africa and IMA World Health. Bill provides support to health care workers, hospitals, and clinics that offer life-saving
maternal and child health services, while Ann coordinates educational and relief services to orphans, vulnerable children and
widows alongside HEAL Africa’s dedicated national volunteers. For now, the 250-bed Heal Africa Hospital is evacuating. Many
schools and businesses are closed as people contemplate departure. Authorities warn that the frequent seismic tremors that began
after the lava flow ceased could cause a second and more devastating eruption.
HEAL Africa is currently assessing its greatest needs in the aftermath of this crisis, and IM is sending an OGHS emergency relief
grant to assist.
Please pray for continued safety for the Clemmers and everyone living in the area. Pray that the seismic activity stops and
does not cause a repeat of the 2002 volcanic eruption. Pray also for all who have lost their homes, and that disruptions to
water and electricity could be quickly restored.

New Stanton & Fort Allen
West Point / Wendover
Youngwood
Southwest Greensburg
Carbon

FUNDRAISER
SUPPORTING
LOCAL HOMELESS
Cost: donation
Take out only!

Sunday, June 13, 2021 4pm till sold out

2217 Harrison Avenue, Latrobe PA 15650
Call: 724-689-5341
Spaghetti w/meatballs, salad, Italian bread and dessert!
See flyer on the bulletin board in the foyer

COMMUNITY
NEWS

CHRISTIAN LAYMAN THRIFT STORE
JUNE SALES
Click on > Christian Layman Facebook page. You will
be amazed at the appealing merchandise and prices!
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men’s bottoms 50% off
teens / infants / children buy 2 get 1 free
summer shoes 50% off
ladies bottoms 50% off
High end purses 50% off
5 tops $5.00
5 bottoms $8.50
Buy 1 bottom get a hat
buy ten clothing items $7.00
buy five clothing items $5.00
All ladies clothing 50% off
All infants / children 50% off
five clothing items $5.00

Brainteasers: (Top to Bottom)
Trail mix, Two left feet,
Tuesday, Too funny for words

June 5
June 11-12
June 12
June 19
June 25-26

TEST YOUR BIBLE KNOWLEDGE
Proverbs [references are in brackets]
(Answers are at the bottom of this page — no cheating!)
1. “The destruction of the poor” is their . . . [Proverbs 10:15]
(a) slothfulness
(b) ignorance
(c) rudeness
(d) poverty
2. “He that hateth suretiship is . . . [Proverbs 11:15]
(a) selfish” (b) simple”
(c) sure” (d) savage”
3. “As a jewel of gold in a swine’s snout” is a . . . [Proverbs 11:22]
(a) diligent woman without sense
(b) fair woman without discretion
(c) single woman without envy
(d) intelligent woman without beauty
4. “The ransom of a man’s life are his . . . [Proverbs 13:8]
(a) children” (b) hopes” (c) forebears” (d) riches”
5. “Wealth gotten by vanity . . . [Proverbs 13:11]
(a) earns interest”
(b) destroys health”
(c) shall be diminished”
(d) implies knavery”
6. “Hope deferred maketh the . . . [Proverbs 13:12]
(a) mind boggle” (b) heart sick”
(c) soul patient” (d) spirit tough”
7. “He that spareth his rod . . . [Proverbs 13:24]
(a) spoileth the child”
(b) loveth his son”
(c) hateth his son”
(d) feareth child”
8. “The end of that mirth . . . [Proverbs 14:13]
(a) contentment” (b) wisdom”
(c) apathy” (d) heaviness”
9. He who is “hated even of his own neighbour” and he who “hath many friends” are, respectively,
the . . . [Proverbs 14:20]
(a) poor and the rich (b) rich and the poor (c) simple and the wise (d) wise and the simple
10. “A soft answer turneth away . . . [Proverbs 15:1]
(a) envy”
(b) wrath”
(c) importunity”
(d) hate”

(ANSWERS: 1-d; 2-c; 3-b; 4-d; 5-c; 6-b; 7-c; 8-d; 9-a; 10-b)

10:45 am Worship Service

27 ABCUSA BIENNIAL
MISSION SUMMIT ENDS

Meals on Wheels

COOKIES

10:45 am Worship Service

20 FATHER’S DAY
SUMMER BEGINS

10:45 am Worship Service

13 Children’s Day
Baptist Youth Day of Prayer

10:45 am Worship Service
2-6 pm Private Party P or FH

6 COMMUNION SUNDAY
D-DAY

FH (Fellowship Hall)
P (Pavilion)

* Happy Birthday
** Happy Anniversary

Church Office Hours:
9 am – 2 pm
Tuesday-Thursday

Sunday

June 2021

6:00 pm NA FH (mtg@7)
7:00 pm Praise Team

11:00 am NA FH (mtg@12)

6:00 pm NA FH (mtg@7)
6:00 pm Sisters of Light
Bible Study
6:30 pm BOCCE

6:00 pm NA FH (mtg@7)
7:00 pm Praise Team

11:00 am NA Foyer (mtg@12)

6:00 pm NA FH (mtg@7)
6:00 pm Sisters of Light
Bible Study
6:30 pm BOCCE

6:00 pm NA FH (mtg@7)
7:00 pm Praise Team

11:00 am NA FH (mtg@12)

6:00 pm NA FH (mtg@7)
6:00 pm Sisters of Light
Bible Study
6:30 pm BOCCE

**Don/Marian Moyer

30

29

28

**Joe/Ginny Ewing

23

22

21

*Barbara Caughey

16

*Bob Frank

15

11:00 am NA FH (mtg@12)

6:00 pm NA FH (mtg@7)
6:00 pm Sisters of Light
Bible Study
6:30 pm BOCCE

14 Flay Day

6:00 pm NA FH (mtg@7)
7:00 pm Praise Team

*Justin McBride

9

8

6:00 pm NA FH (mtg@7)
7:00 pm Praise Team

2

7

**Mac/Sandy Reed

11:00 am NA FH (mtg@12)
1:00 pm Private Party
P or FH

1 ONE GREAT HOUR OF
SHARING OFFERING
FOR MONTH OF JUNE

*Todd Clayton

*Diana Shutt
**Dave/Linda Skinner
**Alan/Roxanna McBride

24 Full Moon

17

**Scott/Carol Jones

6:30 pm Council Mtg FH

10

*Sam Bettis
*Shirley Christopher 90

3

25 ABCUSA
BIENNIAL MISSION
SUMMIT BEGINS

18

11

4

1228 Brinkerton Road, Greensburg, PA 15601 (724) 837-1080
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

First Baptist Church
Saturday

*Jill Albright

6:00 pm NA FH (mtg@7)

26

6:00 pm NA FH (mtg@7)

19

6:00 pm NA FH (mtg@7)

12

6:00 pm NA FH (mtg@7)

5

First Baptist Church
1228 Brinkerton Road
Greensburg, PA 15601

Join us each
Sunday for Worship at 10:45 AM
Adult Sunday School is postponed for now
Kids Connection has resumed
Church Phone: (724) 837-1080
Email: gbgbapt@comcast.net
Website: https://fbcgreensburg.com
Secretary’s Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9am-2pm

